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As the waters rose, the Great Wall grew,
and the dwellings and habitation become
increasingly vertical. The vertical villages,
the stacks of nesting shacks rise over
Cape Town, reaching up to the blanket. A
new blanket covers the ground, and the
once leafy suburbs are now carnivals of
noise. The clouds merge, mist and fog
embraces new tendrils of infrastructure.
Travelers, refugees, migrants from all over
the world end up in Cape Town, and find
the meetings they have been seeking. The

space of poise between the mountain and
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Cape Town is place before it is
city. Place precedes being and
being precedes design. We need

to deepen the language so that we

can talk about the place that

precedes us and which we

imagine will still be here even if

we are not - this place to which ! \
we are, in terms of the larger |
time, brief visitors
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PEpcJy the vast ocean seems the perfect space to

: : contemplate humankind's disastrous past,

RSP taNoN . o sepces and to kindle the candle flame of hope. In
f I this time, the villages are docking in our §
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safe harbor at our anchor of land, the
mountain.
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Living cities can’t be designed.
Only museums. Master plans are -
attempts to exercise control over
living forces. They flow out of
fantasies of absolute authorship,
omnipotence, the world as
modeling clay. The LY
~ interconnectedness of all things is|
not just a bumper sticker L

‘misquoting Chief Seattle. It’s in

our cellphones.
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Cape Town becomes a nexus of X |1 VEpTICA
adaptation, and emergent design. As a \/\ N CMAEDER -
node in the multiplicity, it welcomes e _

meetings. The meetings of rock and : %?
water, of land and sea, of Europe and
Africa, of the formal high-rise with the | =~ ]
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informal sprawl, of the rigid with the ki .
organic. As a gathering place for all these ’ = ;
meetings, Cape Town holds the key to o )
adaptation and emergent design. The edge z

between the patterned forces impacting on H s %r

the form is anchored on the corner of the -4 T ‘

mountain, where the clouds spill over.

The separations of the past remain, but L il
they gain porousness, our walls and 2 1,

CAPE TOWN CITY AS A MEMBRANE | figware wm o membranes. Tre | /]
informality of Indlovini, of Barcelona, of 4 1N 3K )

Delft flows into the city, and as time passes
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the informality rises with the stacked WJ e
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a discussion between street. The form and function of purposed [Jroutes, aheoens
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We cannot build the narrow
twisty streets that we like in
places like Kalk Bay because
there are laws that prohibit
them. Nobody knows anymore

'why there are these laws, though
it’s often said that cars need

“““““

visitors . ;?.*1‘;‘:_;‘ P e, o, W G 0 R | - - straight roads and turning
—rrpue oLl HE Gip |5 ccculiel SR S SR R e S SO S g = circles. There is a story that thou
e e ' e S o Nt SR TR T A -{)}-' : - _—
OlatcA>] — \BefeA e huve, BRI ;’;'Cape Town #5 CapesTown; & - - shalt not build twisty streets was
iworine. . \WE TRELS 6RO ING- R - Wi N, “ShC L T b S . - : 4
SHEDDNG, LEAE S W SR SSRGS A By~ g‘/ﬁ“' - - ‘ Sall given to a planner who once
. . -~ 5 ; »£e I . 4 o] ‘1 < : - - . B K ] :

QYN ascended Table Mountain.
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allow natural forces and human
adaptability to determine the
rest.
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The future - Planning is guessing

As life increases in complexity, design as
practice will flow away from being a plan to
becoming the refined art of adaptation.
Design becomes a series, a pattern, of
conversations between humanity and our
environments. We will adapt and respond
to the water rising, to the air's toxicity, to
the wasteful legacy of our parents. Our
grand plans will increasingly fall away and
our adaptation, our path, will become one
of deep listening, of hearing, of echoing.
Our plans fall away, and expressions of
empathy, empathy with life, with nature,
become a deeper balancing, a natural
OSMoSsIs.

Cape Town forms through a design that
emerges, arrives, densifies. Driven by
many, it increasingly becomes clear to us

~ that we are playing a role in the arrival of a
larger system, of something new. And this
something new is a gesture, a space, a
receptive poise. Like a lost and drowning
sailor being lifted from the depths by a
whale, it slowly dawns on our salt
drenched minds that the slick back we
stand upon has a direction, a goal.
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In the future everything will be

;E” different. The evidence of the past
g suggests that it is reasonable to
g «& | focus on ‘the last kilometre’ and
g 8.1 Our cities will take their form
= ,.g from the technology that succeeds
-~ ® | the combustion engine.

Teleportation would make it
interesting. Our part is to
humanize them.




